Eight species of the genus Sanguisorba L. were studied. Two distinct types could be recognized, viz., the Sanguisorba minor and the Sanguisorba officinalis type. Sanguisorba filiformis (Hooker fil.) Handell-Mazzetti appeared to be a transition between these two types.
INTRODUCTION
On theoretical grounds, the present author ) prefers 3-colporate above 6-colporate. Pollen grains usually have a symmetrical ground plan.
When the number of apertures is even then they are situated opposite to each other (e.g., in pollen grains of Galium ). This is not true in the 6-colporate pollen In the genus Sanguisorba L. two different types of pollen grams have been recognized. Sanguisorba minor is considered 3-colporate (Faegri and Iversen, 1950; . In contrast Sanguisorba officinalis usually has been described as 6-colporate. Sometimes, however, 3-colporate pollen grains are found in Sanguisorba officinalis, specially in diploid specimens (Erdtman and Nordborg, 1961; . They, however, do not give any information on the difference between the pollen grains of diploid and tetraploid plants of Sanguisorba officinalis. Yet the difference seems to be important since they write (Erdtman and Nordborg, 1961, p. 
